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2. OVERALL OBJECTIVES, AND FIT WITHIN IUGS SCIENCE POLICY 
Subcommission Objectives: The Subcommission’s primary objective is to define the series and stages 
of the Permian by means of internationally agreed GSSPs and establish a high-resolution temporal 
framework based on multidisciplinary (biostratigraphical, geochronologic, chemostratigraphical, 
magnetostratigraphical etc.) approaches, and to provide the international forum for scientific discussion 
and interchange on all aspects of the Permian, but specifically on refined intercontinental and regional 
correlations. 
Fit within IUGS Science Policy: The objectives of the Subcommission involve two main aspects of 
IUGS policy: 1) The development of an internationally agreed chronostratigraphic scale with units 
defined by GSSPs where appropriate and related to a hierarchy of units to maximize relative time 
resolution within the Permian System; and 2) the establishment of framework and systems to encourage 
international collaboration in understanding the evolution of the Earth and life during the Permian Period. 
 
3 ORGANISATION - interface with other international projects / groups 
3a. Officers for 2020-2024 period: 
 
Current Officers (from 1 August 2020):  
Prof. Lucia Angiolini (SPS Chair) 
Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra “A. DEsio” 
Via Mangiagalli 34,  
20133 Milano, Italy 
E-mail: lucia.angiolini@unimi.it 
 
Prof. Michael H. Stephenson (SPS Vice-chair) 
British Geological Survey 
Kingsley Dunham Centre 
Keyworth, Nottingham NG12 5GG 
United Kingdom 
E-mail: mhste@bgs.ac.uk 
 
Prof. Yichun Zhang (SPS Secretary) 
State Key laboratory of Palaeobiology and Stratigraphy 
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Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palaeontology 
39 East Beijing Road 
Nanjing, Jiangsu 210008, China 
E-mail: yczhang@nigpas.ac.cn 
 
 
Officers until 1 August 2020: 
Prof. Shuzhong Shen (SPS Chair) 
School of Earth Sciences and Engineering 
Nanjing University,  
163 Xianlin Avenue, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210023, China 
E-mail: szshen@nju.edu.cn 
 
Prof. Joerg W. Schneider (SPS Vice-Chair) 
Freiberg University of Mining and Technology 
Institute of Geology, Dept. of Palaeontology, 
Bernhard-von-Cotta-Str.2 
Freiberg, D-09596, Germany 
E-mail: Joerg.Schneider@geo.tu-freiberg.de 
 
Prof. Lucia Angiolini (SPS Secretary) 
Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra “A. Desio” 
Via Mangiagalli 34, 20133 
Milano, Italy 
E-mail: lucia.angiolini@unimi.it 
 
 
4. EXTENT OF NATIONAL/REGIONAL/GLOBAL SUPPORT FROM SOURCES OTHER 
THAN IUGS 
Shuzhong Shen and Michael Stephenson are investigating the possibility of support for SPS through the 
Deep-time Digital Earth (DDE) Big Science Program of IUGS focused on informatics support for 
biostratigraphic data management and palaeogeographic reconstructions. 
 
5. CHIEF ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2019 (including any relevant publications arising from ICS 
working groups) 
 

• General proposals for the bases of the Artinskian and Kungurian stages have been prepared 
and published in the SPS Newsletters Permophiles 69 by Chernykh (2020). 

• A multidisciplinary study of the Mechetlino Quarry section (Southern Urals, Russia), the 
GSSP candidate for the base of the Kungurian Stage has been published by Chernykh et al. 
(2020, Palaeoworld 29).  

• The Sakmarian-base GSSP by Chernykh et al. has been accepted for publication in 
Episodes in April 2020. 

• Two issues of Permophiles have been published (SPS Newsletters Permophiles 68 and 69) 
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• The Guadalupian timescale has been refined based by Wu et al. (2020, Palaeogeography, 
Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology, 548). A comprehensive paper on the three GSSPs and 
their correlation of the the Guadalupian Series has been published (Shen et al., 2020, Earth-
Science Review, 211) 

• A comprehensive review of the terrestrial Permian stratigraphy has been provided by 
Schneider et al. (2020, Palaeoworld, 29). 

• A voting members webinar has been organized on 22 October 2020. 
• A corresponding members webinar has been organized on 13 November 2020. 

 
 

6. SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURE IN 2020 
 

No expenditure was incurred in 2020 due to the health emergency for covid-19 which prevented travel 
for congresses and field trips. 
 
7. SUMMARY OF INCOME IN 2020 

An amount of Euros 3356,84 was allocated from ICS.  
 
8. BUDGET REQUESTED FROM ICS IN 2021*** 

We apply for 5700 US$ from ICS for SPS activities in 2021. This will be mainly for the activities to 
turbocharge first the establishment of the base-Artinskian GSSP at Dal’ny Tulkas section, Russia and 
then the base-Kungurian GSSP at Mechetlino, Russia, and to organize (if possible depending on the 
development of the Covid-19 emergency) a voting members field trip in the area. 

We will use a part of the money for producing a professional video to advertise SPS and eventually 
for some publication costs. 
 
9. WORK PLAN, CRITICAL MILESTONES, ANTICIPATED RESULTS AND 
COMMUNICATIONS TO BE ACHIEVED NEXT YEAR: 
• We plan to ratify the GSSP of the base of Artinskian and start to work on that of the base of 
Kungurian. 
• We plan to produce a video to advertise SPS.                      
 
10. KEY OBJECTIVES AND WORK PLAN FOR THE PERIOD 2020-2024 
• Establish the Artinskian and Kungurian GSSPs. 
• Revise the Permian timescale where it needs to be improved (Guadalupian stages, replacement GSSP 

section of the base-Lopingian). 
• Establish a robust palaeogeographic frameworks for the Permian and focus on N-S correlations. 
• Propose DDE-sponsored informatics support for biostratigraphic data management and 

palaeogeographic reconstructions.  
• Organize webinars to increase the size, diversity and international coverage of the Permian 

Community 
• Publish at least two Permophiles issues each year 
 
APPENDIX [Names and Addresses of Current Officers and Voting Members) 



 
Prof. Lucia Angiolini (SPS Chair) 
Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra “A. DEsio” 
Via Mangiagalli 34, 20133, Milano, Italy 
E-mail: lucia.angiolini@unimi.it 
 
Dr. Alexander Biakov  
Northeast Interdisciplinary Scientific Research Institute 
Far East Branch, Russian Academy of Sciences, 
Portovaya ul. 16, Magadan, 685000 Russia 
E-mail:abiakov@mail.ru 
 
Dr. Valery Chernykh 
Institute of Geology and Geochemistry 
Urals Branch of Russian Academy of Science 
Pochtovy per 7, Ekaterinburg 620154 Russia 
E-mail: vtschernich@mail.ru  
 
Dr. Nestor R. Cuneo 
Museo Paleontologico Egidio Feruglio 
(U9100GYO) Av. Fontana 140, 
Trelew, Chubut, Patagonia Argentina 
E-mail: rcuneo@mef.org.ar 
 
Prof. Katsumi Ueno  
Department of Earth System Science 
Fukuoka University, Fukuoka 814-0180 JAPAN 
E-mail: katsumi@fukuoka-u.ac.jp 
 
Prof. Charles M. Henderson 
Dept. of Geoscience, University of Calgary 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2N1N4 
E-mail: cmhender@ucalgary.ca 
 
Dr. Valeriy K. Golubev 
Borissiak Paleontological Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences 
Profsoyuznaya str. 123, Moscow, 117997 Russia 
E-mail: vg@paleo.ru 
 
Prof. Spencer G. Lucas  
New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science 
1801 Mountain Road N. W., Albuquerque, New Mexico 87104-1375 USA 
E-mail: spencer.lucas@state.nm.us 
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Dr. Ausonio Ronchi 
Dipartimento di Scienze della Terra e dell'Ambiente 
Università di Pavia - Via Ferrata 1, 27100 PV, ITALY 
voice +39-0382-985856  
E-mail: ausonio.ronchi@unipv.it 
 
Dr. Tamra A. Schiappa 
Department of Geography, Geology and the Environment 
Slippery Rock University, Slippery Rock, PA 16057 USA 
E-mail: tamra.schiappa@sru.edu 
 
Prof. Mark D. Schmitz 
Isotope Geology Laboratory 
Department of Geosciences 
Boise State University, 1910 University Drive 
Boise, ID 83725-1535, USA 
E-mail: markschmitz@boisestate.edu 
 
Prof. Joerg W. Schneider  
Freiberg University of Mining and Technology 
Institute of Geology, Dept. of Palaeontology, 
Bernhard-von-Cotta-Str.2, Freiberg, D-09596, Germany 
E-mail: Joerg.Schneider@geo.tu-freiberg.de 
 
Prof. Shuzhong Shen  
School of Earth Sciences and Engineering 
Nanjing University, 163 Xianlin Avenue, 
Nanjing, Jiangsu 210023, P.R. China 
E-mail: szshen@nju.edu.cn 
 
Prof. Guang R. Shi 
School of Life and Environmental Sciences, 
Deakin University, Melbourne Campus (Burwood),  
221 Burwood Highway, Burwood, Victoria 3125, Australia 
E-mail: grshi@deakin.edu.au 
 
Prof. Michael H. Stephenson (SPS Vice-Chair) 
British Geological Survey, Kingsley Dunham Centre 
Keyworth, Nottingham NG12 5GG 
United Kingdom 
E-mail: mhste@bgs.ac.uk 
 
Prof. Yue Wang 
Nanjing Institute of Geology and Paleontology,  
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39 East Beijing Rd. Nanjing, Jiangsu 210008, China 
E-mail: yuewang@nigpas.ac.cn 
 
Prof. Yichun Zhang (SPS Secretary) 
Nanjing Institute of Geology and Palaeontology 
39 East Beijing Road, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210008, China 
E-mail: yczhang@nigpas.ac.cn 
 
Working group leaders  
1) Artinskian-base and Kungurian-base GSSP Working Group; Chair-Valery Chernykh. 
2) Correlation between marine and continental Guadalupian Working Group; Chair-Charles 

Henderson. 
3) Correlation between marine and continental Carboniferous-Permian Transition Working Group; 

Chair-Joerg Schneider. 
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